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If you want to begin investing but don’t know where to start, we encourage you to begin
with the development of a personal investment plan that defines your investing
objectives, timeline and boundaries. Once this plan is in place, it can be used to guide
your investment decisions.

There are a multitude of ways to start investing. If you have available assets to invest,
here are some relatively straight-forward options for putting those assets to work:

1. If offered, invest in your company’s retirement plan. Plans such as 401Ks offer
tax-deferral advantages, have an automated investment structure, include a wide
range of investment options, and many companies will match a portion of the
employee’s 401K contribution.

2. Openan IRA. Another long-term investing option, a traditional or Roth IRA
offers long-term investment return potential and tax benefits.

3. Establish a simple Mutual Fund or ETF portfolio. Companies such as Vanguard,
Fidelity, Schwab and others make it simple to open an account, connect to your
bank account to allow for regular investments and select from a wide range of
investment types. As an initial investment in such a portfolio, consider a broad-
market, diversified stock mutual fund or ETF with low expenses, such as the
Vanguard 500 Index Fund (Ticker: VFAIX).

4. Invest in CDs (Certificates of Deposit), which are safe investments that typically
yield a higher rate of return than regular savings or checking accounts. The
investor may elect to start with short-term CDs, to limit how long their invested
assets are committed.

5. Another option to consider is paying down your current debt. Based on the
interest being paid on this debt vs. your projected investment gains, reduction of
your debt may be a sound option.

You may find it helpful to talk to a financial professional about questions or concerns you
may have when developing your investment plan and the investment options available to
you.
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